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MEETINGS 
In this department every effort is made to publish timely announcements of future meet- 
ings, as well as reports of events and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on 
the organizers of meetings to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports of local activities in the history of mathematics. Unneces- 
sary duplication may be avoided by checking with the Editor or the nearest member of the 
International Commission listed on the back cover of Historia Muthematica before submit- 
ting reports to this department. 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Third Annual Gijttingen Workshop on the History 
of Modern Mathematics 
Mathematisches Institut der Universitat Gottingen, Gottingen, Federal Republic 
of Germany, July 13-15, 1992 
The Gottingen Workshop, sponsored by the Mathematics and History of Sci- 
ence Institutes and the State and University Library of Lower Saxony in Got- 
tingen, has been established as a forum for the presentation and discussion of 
research dealing with the history of mathematics during the 19th and 20th centu- 
ries. Next year’s meeting, to be held July 13- 15, 1992, has been organized into 
four sessions dealing with the following themes: (1) Probability and Statistics; (2) 
Connections between Mathematics and Physics; (3) Historiographic Issues in the 
History of Mathematics; (4) The Genesis of Mathematical Ideas. Lectures may be 
given in either English or German and should be approximately 45 min in length. 
The workshop will also feature a special session for doctoral students and other 
young scholars who are interested in presenting shorter 15-min papers on their 
current research projects. 
Those interested in contributing a paper to any of the above sessions should 
send a title and brief abstract to the organizers, listed below, by February 1, 1992. 
(Please indicate the session in which you wish to speak.) Others interested in 
attending the Workshop or who would simply like to obtain more information 
should also write directly to the organizers: 
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Hans Becker 
Dr. Helmut Rohlfing 
Niedersachsische Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek 
Prinzenstral3e 1 
D-3400 Gottingen 
Federal Republic of Germany 
or 
Dr. David E. Rowe 
Mathematics Department 
Pace University 
Pleasantville, New York 10560 
U.S.A. 
REPORTS 
International Congress of Mathematicians 
Kyoto, Japan, August 21-29, 1990 
The Tokyo History of Mathematics Symposium 1990 
Tokyo, Japan, August 31-September 1, 1990 
The International Congress of Mathematicians 1990 was held under the auspi- 
ces of the International Mathematical Union at Kyoto, Japan. 
Two section lectures given by invited speakers and 13 short communications 
dealt with history of mathematics: 
JESPER LOTZEN (Copenhagen): “The Birth of Spectral Theory-Joseph 
Liouville’s Contribution” 
Spectral theory developed in the 19th century in three areas: matrices (qua- 
dratic forms), differential operators, and integral operators. Joseph Liouville 
(1809-1882) contributed to the two latter. It is well known that during 1835 and 
1836 he continued his friend Charles Sturm’s research on boundary value prob- 
lems of second order self adjoint differential eqations; he determined the asymp- 
totic behaviour of the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions and proved the convergence 
of the corresponding ‘ ‘Fourier series. ’ ’ It is less well known that Liouville’s work 
already began in 1830 as a natural generalization of Fourier’s and Poisson’s theo- 
ries of heat conduction, and that Liouville in 1837-1838 tried to generalize the 
Sturm-Liouville theory to higher order equations with limited success. 
Liouville’s work on spectral theory of integral operators, however, was never 
published (except for a few hints), but one can follow his creative process of 
